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re the monetary and economic
events we witness today in
alignment with Bible prophecy? As
we have already outlined in Part I, we would
say yes, without reservation.
However, are these developments that we
are witnessing today specific fulfillment of
Bible prophecy? Here we must have a more
nuanced answer: Yes, we can point to
developments that will “enable” specific
fulfillment of Bible prophecy in the future.
In this sense, we can consider these
developments as being “prophetically
significant.”
However, we must be very careful in
pronouncing any event as a specific
“fulfillment” of prophecy. That would
require us to be exactly sure about the
specific moment and action that is
envisioned in any prophecy statement in the
Bible.
Therefore, we must differentiate between
a prophetically significant development and
a prophetic fulfillment. They are not the
same, and that is why we must be ultracareful in our pronouncements about
prophecy.
For example, consider the developments
of globalism and globalization. Fulfillment
of Bible prophecy (which may be yet future)
requires that these global developments must
occur first. Were this not so, it would not be
possible for future prophecy to be fulfilled.
If there were no globalism, how would it be
possible that Israel “[…] shall not be
reckoned among the nations” (Numbers
23:9); that world rulers will “band together
against the Lord” (Psalm 2:2-3); or that
God’s last-day judgments could be enacted
as a “global” punishment?
Here we have pointed out a situation
... continued on page 3
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“Where is the wise
person? Where is the
teacher of the law?
Where is the
philosopher of this
age? Has not God
made foolish the
wisdom of the world?”
— 1 Corinthians 1:20
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WORLD MONEY UPDATE

Populists, Pundits & Paradoxes

I

nvestors and savers almost everywhere
are as perplexed as ever. Major changes
have swept the globe in recent years. It is
important to understand the shifts that are
underway, as they will in turn drive future
outcomes in the world.
Of course, much of this is not new. We
have documented many of the current global
macro-trends in past issues. The major alerts
to these ongoing epochal shifts have been
visible for some time. For example, the
financial crises (Global Finance Crisis, GFC)
and an apparent shift to populism (as well as
other trends) in the political spectrum are the
outgrowths.
While such developments have already
been evident for quite some time to analysts,
only more recently is the fuller picture
coming to the attention of the broader public.
The loudest bellwethers of these new
groundswells were the pro-Brexit vote in
Britain and the election of Donald Trump in
... continued on next page
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the United States. These developments shocked many
policymakers and globalists. There were many more
indications that “populism” was likely to gain momentum
(Syriza Party in Greece, Podemos Party in Spain Geert
Wilders in the Netherlands, etc.). There are likely more to
come, possibly also in France over the next few months.
What is perhaps less visible is the enormous significance
of the shifts in global geopolitics. These potentially have
monumental implications for economies and financial
markets.
During a 60-year period of multilateral and
internationalist leanings, the globe was showered with the
wealth-enhancing benefits of trade cooperation and
globalization. This trend is now reversing … even if only for
a time. As long as this pendulum continues to swing to antiglobalization, dangers of conflict will rise exponentially.
The ultracompetitive (and relatively unfettered) policy
environment of the past globalization era left a lot of bitter
people behind as economic inequality became extreme. As
such, a popular backlash has been underway. The globe is
now swinging back to imperialism and bilateralism (the kind
of policies that were influential in the first half of the last
century). Spelling this out, what it means is that a shift to
pro-sovereignty and nationalism is underway, in the pursuit
of national interests … i.e. America First, Britain First and
similar chants. Donald Trump is not the only populist.
With all these changes, understandably, the Main Street
and professionals — from economists to money managers
— are perplexed. On top of this, investors have had to
contend with unconventional monetary policies around the
globe. The JCB (Japan Central Bank) and the ECB
(European Central Bank) continue to spew QE (Quantitative
Easing) onto the world’s liquidity scene of a combined
US$1.5 trillion per annum. This causes extreme distortions.
It therefore is difficult to determine the true value of
financial assets.
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It is no surprise that surveys show “geopolitical
uncertainty” to be at extreme highs. There exists a mindset
that virtually anything can happen. Yet, what is doubly
confusing is that despite the high level of uncertainty,
financial markets have remained relatively buoyant.
Here, a comment on the U.S.’s role in current conditions
is appropriate. Wall Street has been happily celebrating the
new promises of corporate tax reductions, eased regulations
for the financial sector and a host of other “positive”
initiatives of the new Trump administration.
The stock market bonfire since U.S. election day has
added as much as $3.3 trillion in value (for which Trump
has claimed credit). Is this reasonable? Are the benefits of
new Trump policies hugely overblown?
Consider just one statistical reference point. Total
income taxes paid by corporations in the U.S. amount to
$320 billion per annum. Were tax cuts of a third to be
implemented (likely a long shot) the U.S. stock markets will
have already appreciated in value by 30 times the expected
benefit of lower corporate taxes.
Geopolitical analysts will claim that U.S. presidents are
shaped by their global environment and their destiny … not
the other way around. Great legacies can only be achieved
with a lot of luck and a facilitating backdrop. As such, it is
only reasonable to ask the question: How long can the
Trump honeymoon continue?
Reason would argue that some disappointment will set in
sooner rather than later. Frankly, fulfilling the expectations
put upon Trump would require god-like status to achieve.
There is an anticipation of a “fantastic and phenomenal”
“new tomorrow.” Realistically, anticipations can change
abruptly, and to suggest that the current “nirvana” is
vulnerable would not be a courageous forecast.
However, there are some complicating factors. Consider
that the U.S. stock market at present represents half of the
value of the entire world stock market. This compares to the
U.S.’s share of the global economy of 25%. U.S. stocks are
now the most expensive in 10 years. Furthermore (according
to a composite valuation model), U.S. stocks are not the
most expensive vs. bonds in 9 years. Finally, the valuation
of the U.S. stock markets vs. the rest-of-world (as may
already be deduced) is at the highest extreme in modern
financial history.
Admittedly, there are a lot of economic problems around
the world. China is facing a slowdown and is juggling high
debt levels. Japan is still struggling to resume sustainable
economic growth. And, the EU is grappling with very
serious challenges — internal economic imbalances,
possible additional country exits, and the financial
indebtedness of some of its member countries.
There exists an unlikely combination of extreme and
incongruous conditions in the world at present. The
probability of surprises and disappointments seems very
high.
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where the specific fulfillments of the prophecies involving
a “globalized” humanity likely have not yet occurred, even
though the rapid trend of globalization can be considered
“prophetically significant,” as it is a process that eventually
enables the specific fulfillment of prophecy. There are
many more supporting examples that could be examined
that distinguish between fulfillment and development.
To cite one example, consider the ongoing debate as to
whether the final 10 kings (mentioned and depicted 10
times in Scripture) will come from the nations of the
European Union (EU). This may indeed happen. We
obviously know that this 10-nation union has not yet come
into existence. However, there have been many that
pronounced developments in Europe as being fulfillments
of prophecy, notably so when Greece joined the European
Community (a predecessor to the EU) as its 10th member
in 1981. Not surprisingly, some prophecy scholars
excitedly interpreted the 10-nation European Community
as the “fulfilled prophecy” of the advent of the 10 kings.
That proved to be an overzealous opinion. These
interpretations were wrong. Today, the EU has 28
members…soon to be 27, should Britain carry through its
decision to exit. Given the many stresses that the European
Union is facing today, it is highly plausible that the current
membership configuration will change, perhaps splitting
into two separate groups or collapsing completely, or,
plausibly indeed, a group of 10 could emerge. We cannot
know in advance.
An additional challenge presents itself. For example, we
can point to events and processes of perhaps hundreds of
years ago that have served to set the foundations of today’s
globalism and globalization. However, over longer periods
of time, such trends can experience “ebbs and flows”—two
steps forward, one back, etc. Significant reversals can
cause short-sighted observers to deny the “prophetic
significance” of longer-running developments.
One such reversal may be underway now with respect
to globalization. Quite a number of global observers lament
recent declines in global trade volume growth, a broad shift
to trade protectionism, and a general unwinding of
established financial capital flows. However, this apparent
reversal is modest to date…certainly not the scale of the
reversal that occurred as a result of WWI. The “Gilded
Age” of globalization, anchored by the British currency,
experienced a harsh reversal at that time.
Yet, the decline of globalization at that earlier time (or
presently) did and does not negate the long-term trend of
globalization. One would be wrong to make the
pronouncement that the advance of globalization has ended
and therefore is no longer “prophetically significant.” Short
-term trends can be notoriously misleading. In any case,
today’s state of globalization and globalism is already so
advanced that any reversal would not delay the fulfillment
of prophecy.
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We then pose this question: Just which stage of the
coming together (and perhaps yet future break-ups) of the
European Union could legitimately be identified as a
fulfillment of Bible prophecy? We would say none. Yes, a
union of 10 kings will indeed form, because that is what the
Bible clearly says will occur. However, how and when it
will occur, we cannot say.
Prematurely pronouncing “prophetic fulfillment” invites
ridicule of Christian prophecy. Much more ominous, Satan
keenly takes advantage of our abuse and misuse of
prophecy. This couldn’t be more tragic, as prophecy is one
of the greatest gifts given to the Jews and Christians. The
Lord Himself chose to prove “that there are none beside
Me” (Isaiah 45:5), as He is the only One who has reliable
foreknowledge. Prophecy provided proof that Lord Jehovah
is God. Therefore, Satan has sought to completely invalidate
the importance of Bible prophecy in the eyes of the secular
world.
Endtime Connections to Today and Babylon
We are convinced that events and trends that we observe
today or which have occurred in past years and centuries are
in alignment with Bible prophecy. We see these global
trends as being “enablers” of the future fulfillment of
prophecy. Many of these apply to the economic realm of
our day.
For example, James, the half-brother of Jesus, uttered a
number of prophecies about “last day” economic conditions.
He spoke of the misery that is coming upon the world’s rich
people. Moreover, he prophesied that wealth would
deteriorate. Speaking to the “rich,” he said: “Your wealth
has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes” (James 5:2).
In ancient times, the quality of clothes displayed one’s
status and wealth. (Mercedes Benz automobiles had not yet
been invented.)
James also prophesies that the rich people’s “gold and
silver are corroded” (verse 3), and that they have hoarded
wealth in the last days, as well as a number of other
economic imbalances that we will not deal with here.
Both the hoarding of wealth and the corrosion of wealth
are certainly conditions that can be measured today. A
related preoccupation with wealth and materialism is shown
in the Bible’s depiction of Babylon the Great. This account
is suffused with corruption and the idolatry of wealth and
materialism. In the heyday of commercial Babylon, the
Bible says that its merchants are the world’s most important
people. Mission workers, priests or anyone not influential in
the world of trade and money, by definition do not qualify
as important people in that era.
Furthermore, the Bible says that the great influence of
these important people will help lead the world astray.
“Your merchants were the world’s important people. By
your magic spell all the nations were led astray” (Revelation
18:23).
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Just who are considered to be the most important people
in the world today?
Without a doubt, today’s financial systems are
“Babylonish”—most particularly in the sense that its roots
do go back to the ancient Babylonian period (i.e. 2,000 BC,
not to be confused with the later Chaldean neo-Babylonian
period of Nebuchadnezzar’s time).
Assyriologists (archaeologists that specialize in studying
the history and linguistics of ancient Mesopotamian
cultures) have uncovered many financial records from this
time period. In fact, over 90% of unearthed tablets record
financial and commercial transactions. Most people may
not realize that to this day, the Babylonian “commercial”
influence is still all around us.
Consider that our economies still operate on the very
foundation of the ancient Babylonian numerical system—
the sexagesimal. It is based on the number 60. Have you
ever wondered why there are 60 seconds to the minute; 60
minutes to the hour? Why, when we buy 12 donuts, we still
use the ancient Babylonian term for a “fifth of 60”—a
dozen? Despite there being 365.25 days to the year, it was
not uncommon that bond interest was calculated on a 360
day year.
Among many other Babylonian commercial legacies to
our day is the fact that the ancient Babylonians invented
mortgages and mutual funds. There are other connections.
Who are the world’s most important people today? Most
certainly, anyone who has great influence over trade,
commerce and wealth would qualify by the values and
mores of our time. Currently, given the slavish attention to
the utterances of central bankers, they would certainly
qualify as candidates for the “world’s most important
people.” Similarly so, the corporate executives that manage
the world’s largest companies. These continue to become
larger and more concentrated, some of them with
workforces greater than the populations of entire countries.
When Will Babylon Fall? When Comes the Final
Financial Collapse?
While Babylon the Great represents a composite of
mankind’s corruptions and evils, it involves idolatries with
global trade and material wealth. The Book of Revelation
states that God will deal with Babylon the Great. It will
abruptly collapse. Says the Bible, it will be thrown down
suddenly, never to be found again. “In one hour such great
wealth has been brought to ruin!” (Revelation 18:17).
Is the fall of Fall of Babylon therefore related to the fall
of mankind’s financial system, which so many people fear
today?
(In Part III, we will comment on the timing of the final
collapse of mankind’s financial systems and its
relationship to the fall of Babylon the Great.)

Connected: Magical Money, Prophecy &
Babylon? – Part III
Who Pulls the Plug?

R

eaders will no doubt conclude from our brief
analysis (see Parts I and II) that mankind’s
financial and economic systems are headed for
disastrous declines; that the value of wealth will corrode;
and that a total world economic collapse will occur at some
point in the Tribulation period. We agree, but perhaps not
for the reasons that we might have insinuated, nor those
popularly promoted by conspiracy theorists and others.
Allow us to explain. In our day, we are witnessing two
parallel phenomena: the development of powerful
technologies, and soaring humanist arrogance and delusion.
(See the similar haughty arrogations of the citizens of
Babel as they built their tower: Genesis 11.)
Given the increase of humanist and materialist values,
mankind is capable of ever more extreme delusion. This is
eventually promoted by God Himself, who expressly
allows mankind to pursue his perversions, even sending
delusions to him (2 Thessalonians 2:11).
Monetary authorities, the executives of financial
institutions, investors and money managers, etc. all want to
believe in their delusions, as it means that wealth and gain
can continue to have the appearance of increase. They
expressly repudiate anyone alluding to the immorality of
their collective actions. Given this moral flexibility, there is
no telling how perverse and extended the world’s monetary
systems may become or how many more victims there will
be of the catastrophic impact of such policies.
Therefore, we today witness a complicit willingness to
pursue perversion. In this writer’s view, this most certainly
applies in the field of economics and money. As such,
mankind may very well succeed in continuing its deluded
policies for a much longer time than we may imagine.
There is no limit to mankind’s capacity for irrationality.
God Destroys Mankind’s Systems
It is our belief that mankind’s systems will be destroyed
by the judgments and actions of God Himself during the
first half of the Tribulation period. Remember what God
said of the people of Babel: “‘If as one people speaking the
same language they have begun to do this, then nothing
they plan to do will be impossible for them’” (Genesis
11:6). God Himself intervened in this case by confusing
their language so that they could not understand each other.
Their society collapsed, triggered by an external catalyst.
All financial crises in history have required a minimum
of two conditions: A financial system that is imbalanced,
extended and unstable; and secondly, a catalyst. The
catalyst may be entirely unrelated to the crisis-prone
financial condition. It may be the occurrence of a
bankruptcy…a natural phenomenon…whatever causes
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mankind to fear and panic. This can then trigger into a
financial stampede, due to fear and a loss of faith.
The world may yet witness many more financial
crises. These would be triggered by random catalysts of
various types; the scale of destruction would be
determined according to the extent of financial
vulnerability and imbalance that existed beforehand.
To use an illustration, the higher one stands upon an
extension ladder, the more prone one will be to serious
injury should a random gust of wind cause you to lose
your grip.
However, the final and complete collapse of
mankind’s monetary systems will not be due to a random
catalyst. Rather, it will be triggered by a catalyst of
wrath. It will be the judgments and allowances of God
Himself during the Tribulation period that will bring
down the pride of mankind. Given the extreme
imbalances and perversions of mankind’s systems at that
time, it will be as vulnerable to destruction as dry
kindling is to fire.
Timing the Collapse of Mankind’s Systems
When could the collapse of the world’s financial
systems occur? We cannot know for certain. However,
we can draw several observations from Scripture that can
help to narrow the range of possibilities.
For one, it is doubtful that the financial systems we
have today could survive very many (if any) of the seal
and trumpet judgments of the Tribulation. Financial
markets are very sensitive to crisis, especially so, as
pointed out, if conditions of high indebtedness and
economic imbalance exist. Some of the seal judgments
(#1 to #6 are thought by many prophecy scholars to take
place in the first half of the Tribulation) would certainly
introduce much financial volatility. For example, the
rider on the black horse (the 3rd seal judgment) who
carries scales, clearly implies economic troubles. (A
weigh scale in olden times was the equivalent to today’s
cash register machine.)
Consider that seal #4 brings great economic calamity,
as one quarter of the earth’s population dies. Historians
who have studied the impact of the Black Plague of the
13th century leave no doubt as to the catastrophic effects
of such a large part of the population being wiped out.
Seal #5 involves the persecution of Christians (which
is completed by the time of the 7th seal). We can only
speculate as to how many people will be killed during
this time. Certainly, the judgment of seal #6 would be
considered non-survivable for even the most controlled
and manipulated of financial systems. At that time, the
kings of the earth and everyone else hide “in caves and
among the rocks of the mountains” due to the severity of
the judgment (Revelation 6:15).

Signs of the Times: The Rise
of Three False Gods of the
Endtimes—Part I
The Masterplan: Three Advantages

T

he Bible reveals that three very powerful, false gods
will emerge in the endtimes. Just who are these false
gods? Do they exist today? These important
questions beckon urgent answers that are both fascinating
and chilling.
This triad of false gods will be in the service of a last-day
ruler or kingdom — the coalition of the beast, the great red
dragon and the Antichrist — to help subjugate the world…
at least for a time. They assist bringing about the final
abominations of the last days: an insurrection against the
Most High and the nomination of a false christ.
The main tactics of these three gods are seduction and
domination. In this sense, they are Jekylls and Hydes. They
sweetly seduce some people and nations into complicity by
luring them to idolatry and the acceptance of materialism,
humanism and “heaven on earth” ideologies, resulting in an
almost complete denial of the power of our God and Savior.
Other people and nations that these gods are not able to
seduce they instead will subjugate. These countries,
societies and individuals will be heavily dominated and
oppressed by those nations and people that the three false
gods have in their complicity. After all, we know from
various Bible prophecies, particularly those of Daniel, that
the endtime kingdom or regime that will dominate the
world will be very brutal and powerful. More on that later.
When will these gods emerge in human history? In my
observation, these false gods are already playing a
domineering role in bringing about the final scenes of the
endtimes. Even though the full role of these gods will not
play out until after the Rapture in the tribulation period,
they already can be clearly seen and are very active.
Even more alerting is the fact that much of Christianity has
fallen prey to them, worshipping and idolizing them. In
fact, the very source of the false gods is human idolatry.
A main and specific strategy of these false gods serving the
Enemy is to lull endtime Christianity into cozy
complacency, ineffectiveness, lukewarmness, deception,
and sadly, even complicity with their endtime regime and
agenda. The result is a prosperous Christianity that is hardly
interested in any imminent Rapture or return of Christ. Has
the take-over of the three false endtime gods already
happened? You may be the judge as we examine the
evidence for the rise of these three gods.
Before delving into the specific evidence for the emergence
and existence of this diabolical triad, we should first lay
down the premise for why these gods straddle the world in

... continued on page 10
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the endtime. We should not need to spend much time on
proving the existence of a great Satanic conspiracy to
deceive the world into believing a false christ, a false
religion and a false heaven on earth. For the sake of
expediency, we’ll take that as a given — a perspective well
documented in the Bible — and move on.
As such, just what strategies and facilities will our Enemy
use or bring about to achieve these massive worldwide
deceptions? We don’t have to look very far for the answer.
Again, the main constructs of this plan are already laid out
for us in the Bible. Yes, Satan, as devious and secretive as
he may be, already revealed the main strategies of his
cosmic plan very early. He used its central constructs
against Christ himself.
In Matthew and Luke we have the account of the testing of
Christ. You’ll recall that Jesus was led out into the
wilderness by the Holy Spirit where he fasted for 40 days.
Following this time, Satan, sensing an opportune moment,
approached Christ with a proposal: If he would but obey
and worship him and his domain — the earthly realms of
Mammon, after all he is the “god of this world” (2
Corinthians 4:4) — he would give him a lifetime of earthly
delights. Let’s look at the account in Luke Chapter 4:
“1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan
and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2where for forty
days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during
those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 3The
devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this
stone to become bread." 4Jesus answered, "It is written:
`Man does not live on bread alone.'" 5The devil led him
up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the
kingdoms of the world. 6And he said to him, "I will give
you all their authority and splendor, for it has been
given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7So if
you worship me, it will all be yours." 8Jesus answered,
"It is written: `Worship the Lord your God and serve
him only.'" 9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him
stand on the highest point of the temple. "If you are the
Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here.
For it is written: `He will command his angels
concerning you to guard you carefully; 11they will lift
you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your
foot against a stone.'" 12Jesus answered, "It says: `Do not
put the Lord your God to the test.'" 13When the devil had
finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune
time. 14Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the
Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole
countryside.” (Luke 4:1-14)
We clearly see that Satan tried to buy off Christ with three
offers. Satan would have known that he would need to
maximize this rare opportunity. He’d have to lure Christ
with the most effective sales pitches. What did he do? He
appealed to the three greatest vulnerabilities of Jesus’
humanity. After all, Christ was both man and God. He
shared in all of the sufferings and temptations known to
man.
PAGE 6

Choosing a point of physical weakness and hunger, Satan
first appealed to Jesus’ flesh, enticing Him to step outside
the will of God to satiate himself by telling the stone to
become bread. Christ withstood him, saying in effect: “The
material world is not sufficient. We are spiritual beings
called to worship and enjoy God, and to have fellowship
with him. Anything less is spiritual suicide. Seeking a
grubstake in the material and temporary delights of this
world leads to death. I am not going to sell an eternal
heritage for a temporal mess of pottage.”
The fact is that much of the Western world (not the whole
world, a crucial point I will come back to examine further)
has already been bought off with this deal. Living in a
world of excess consumption, the prospect of accumulating
earthly wealth, and a surfeit of mind-numbing amusement
and calories, these nations are pretty happy with the state
of the human. Who needs a relationship with God and his
Son when there are few physical needs or unsatisfied
material cravings?
This first temptation not having worked against Christ,
what does Satan attempt next? He steps up his assault and
appeals to the innate human lust for power and dominion.
“If you will worship me. I will give you all the authority
and splendor of the kingdoms of the world.” We note here
that Satan now offers more than a full stomach and
physical comforts. He offers the intoxicating mix of power
and glory.
Satan does have the authority to dispense “splendor and
authority” over a godless world. Christ did not call him a
liar when he boasted power over kingdoms.
The world is full of elites that have accepted this offer.
You find in them in every country of the world. Even the
poorest corners of earth have their despots and elites.
These people — greater or lesser — have chosen to take
the power, the money and the highlife, and work for the
kingdom of Mammon and its diabolical endgame. Mostly,
such complicitors are well off and have influence.
This second strategy didn’t work on Christ either. What
did Jesus say? “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve Him only.’” “No deal.” Christ, to the contrary,
says that there is no other option. You can only serve one
master, making this clear stating: “You cannot serve both
God and Money” (Mammon in the King James Version)
(Mathew 6:24). This is not to say that wealth and worldly
authority are sinful. Yet, they must not be the object of our
worship. True Christians recognize the author and creator
of all and “die” to Him.
The second temptation did not have any grip upon Christ.
Next came proposal number three — an appeal to a desire
for self-determination or deity. He asks Christ to boast
about his position. He tempts him to arrogance and selfwill…to step outside the will and leading of His Father.
“Come on! Throw yourself down from here. Take
advantage of your circumstances and position. You’re the
son of God. Even if you step out on your
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Facts & Stats ... Ends & Trends
If Americans are so happy, then why do we
consume 80% of the entire global supply of
prescription painkillers? Less than 5% of
the world’s population lives in this country,
and yet we buy 4/5 of these highly
addictive drugs. In the United States today,
approximately 4.7 million Americans are
addicted to prescription pain relievers, and
that represents about a 300% increase since
1999. — www.zerohedge.com, March 15,
2016
Spending on animal clinic visits in America
has increased from a total of $13.7 billion
in 2012 to almost $16 billion last year. —
The Economist, February 4, 2017
Data-journalism site Information Is
Beautiful recently revealed its finding that
nearly every country on Earth is the “best”
at something. America, it turns out, takes
the prize for spam emails with 14.5% of all
spam originating within its borders.
Information Is Beautiful used sources such
as the Central Intelligence Agency, the
World Bank, Reuters, the Wall Street
Journal, the New York Times and others to
determine these rankings. Our neighbors to
the north are the most addicted to
Facebook, while to the south they’re No. 1
in lemon production (by a lot). —
MarketWatch, December 2, 2016
What has this flawed financial system cost
the U.S. economy? How much have
American families, taxpayers, and
businesses been “overcharged” as a result
of these questionable financial activities?
[…], we estimate these costs by analyzing
three components: (1) rents, or excess
profits; (2) misallocation costs, or the price
of diverting resources away from nonfinancial activities; and (3) crisis costs,
meaning the cost of the 2008 financial
crisis. Adding these together, we estimate
that the financial system will impose an
excess cost of as much as $22.7 trillion
between 1990 and 2023, making finance in
its current form a net drag on the American
economy. — “Overcharged: The High
Cost of High Finance”, Roosevelt
Institute, July 12, 2016
To the general public, Australia hardly
leaps to mind as a gambling hotbed. Yet
industry insiders know it is far and away
their most lucrative market: according to
ISSUE 2, VOLUME 20

H2 Gambling Capital (H2G),
a consultancy, betting losses per resident
adult there amounted to $990 last year. That
is 40% higher than Singapore, the runnerup, and around double the average in other
Western countries. […] The biggest prize by
far is the United States, where bettors’ total
losses reached $117bn last year. —
Economist, February 9, 2017
Researchers at the Pew Research Center
asked 1,003 U.S. adults what characteristics
make someone “truly American.” By far the
most important factor was the ability to
speak English, which 70 percent of
respondents said was a core part of the
American identity. Respondents also felt
strongly about sharing national traditions
and customs, with 45 percent saying they
were an essential part of American culture.
[…] Americans consider religion a more
significant part of national identity than
most other countries surveyed by Pew. The
survey found 32 percent of Americans felt
that it was very important to be a Christian
to be considered truly American. —
FiveThirtyEight, February 1, 2017
The United States officially has an obesity
crisis. According to a brand new report that
was just released by the Trust for
American’s Health, at least one out of every
five people meet the clinical definition for
obesity in all 50 states. But of course in
some states things are far worse than that.
More than 35 percent of adults are obese in
four states. — ZeroHedge, September 6,
2016
For Christians in Japan, 1597 was a bad
year. After a decade or more of worrying
that this foreign religious sect was
weakening the country, Japanese officials
decided to implement a final solution. They
rounded up all the believers they could find,
tortured them and then crucified them. To
make sure, the government repeated the
exercise in 1613, 1630 and 1632, driving
Christianity underground for centuries.
Even today, less than one Japanese person
in 100 is Christian. And yet on Dec. 25,
Japan's big cities were all lit up for
Christmas. Young couples went to parties,
sang around Christmas trees and feasted on
Kentucky Fried Chicken before opening
presents brought by Santa-san. — Stratfor,
December 24, 2016

TOPICAL QUOTES

“I can calculate the
motions of heavenly
bodies, but not the
madness of people.” —
Sir Isaac Newton
—————
“One of the most timeconsuming things is to
have an enemy.” — E. B.
White
—————
“It is easy when we are in
prosperity to give advice
to the afflicted.” —
Aeschylus
—————
“Knowledge is a process
of piling up facts;
wisdom lies in their
simplification.” —
Martin H. Fischer
—————
“To be clever enough to
get all that money, one
must be stupid enough to
want it.” — G. K.
Chesterton
—————
“In our rich consumers’
civilization we spin
cocoons around ourselves
and get possessed by our
possessions.” — Max
Lerner
—————
“The purpose of
economic and social life
cannot be solely to play
host to successful
business, so that the
maximization of
shareholder value and
single-minded pursuit of
economic efficiency
become ends in
themselves.” — Will
Hutton, Chief Executive,
Industrial Society
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Letters to the Editor
READER: If what you state is true…who are the
Christians who populate the 1000 year Reign of Jesus
Christ who have children who are led in rebellion by
Satan who is loosed at the end of the 1000 years? — C.Y.
EVR: Thank you for your note. We have received this
question frequently over the past year. There are in fact a
number of groups of people that exist at the end of the
Tribulation period. Due to apparent popular interest we
will again deal with this question at length. There are
possibly four groups of people that enter the Millennium
period according to the Bible. (Not considered here is the
location of the raptured souls, who the Bible says will be
where the Messiah will be.) 1. Tribulational Christians.
This large number of martyrs (the Bible refers to them as
the Great Multitude, Revelation 7:9) will all experience
the First Resurrection (Revelation 20:4-5). This group
would include Messianic Jews were they to come to
Christ during the first-half of the Tribulation period. The
Bible says that these martyrs “[…] will reign with him for
a thousand years” (Revelation 20:4 & 6). Since they all
died during the Tribulation period and therefore have
already experienced the First Death (the death of the
physical bodies that we have today) and the Bible says
that "man is appointed to die once" (Hebrew 9:27) it
would then follow that they are no longer subject to
another First Death. We must note, however, that the
Bible mentions a number of individual exceptions to this
general rule of “dying once.” In any case, Revelation 20:4
& 6 mentions clearly that these resurrected individuals
will reign a “thousand years”. That means the entire
duration of the Millennium. These Tribulation Christians
are also exempted from the Second Death. Says the Bible,
“The second death has no power over them
[…]” (Revelation 20:6). At the end of the Thousand Year
Reign, they will experience the Second Resurrection. An
open question remains as to whether the resurrected
martyrs will be able to procreate. The Bible is silent on
this matter. 2. & 3. Tribulation Survivors. A second and
third group to enter the Millennium period are the small
remnants of Jews and Gentiles that survived the
Tribulation. At this point, all of the nations "bow their
knees" (Isaiah 45:23) to Christ as His Second Coming has
occurred. Specifically, this is also the time that the Jews
“[…] will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they
will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and
grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn
son” (Zechariah 12:10; also see John 19:37). The remnant
of Jews will then be forgiven. Here are two texts that
affirm this: “But all the descendants of Israel will find
deliverance in the LORD and will make their boast in
him” (Isaiah 45:25). Also, “In those days, at that time,”
declares the LORD, “[…] search will be made for Israel’s
PAGE 8

guilt, but there will be none, and for the sins of Judah, but
none will be found, for I will forgive the remnant I
spare” (Jeremiah 50:20). Similarly, the remnant of the
Gentiles who “bow their knees” will be allowed to enter
the Millennium, but not without being put to shame. “They
will say of me, 'In the LORD alone are deliverance and
strength.' All who have raged against him will come to
him and be put to shame” (Isaiah 45:24). Over the
thousand years of the Millennial Kingdom, these remnant
groups could become quite large. These "earth-dwellers"
would have bodies that are still subject to natural death
(First Death) and bear children. Most certainly so the
Jews. The LORD says “I will add to their numbers, and
they will not be decreased” (Jeremiah 30:19). Eventually,
even though they would have bodies that are still subject
to natural death (First Death), these populations would
probably outnumber the resurrected Tribulational "great
multitude." If the beginning of this period is indeed the
time that “Elijah comes and […] restores all
things” (Matthew 17:11), then it is very possible that the
human lifespan may again lengthen to what it was in the
pre-flood times. The average age of the pre-flood
patriarchs that the Bible mentions was 960 years…very
near a millennium. 4? The 144,000 Hebrews (Revelation
7:4) who have been sealed against harm during the
Tribulation possibly go into the Millennium. No further
information is given to us in the New Testament expressly
with respect to their future, following the Tribulation
period. It is possible that since they are Jews (Israelites),
the Prophet Daniel may have seen them in his endtime
visions, perhaps referring to them as “those who lead
many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and
ever” (Daniel 12:3) or among those whose name “is in the
book” (Daniel 12:1). This is conjecture and we cannot be
certain. In any case, since the Bible does not tell us
whether the estate and purpose of their election changes
after the Tribulation period, it may not be unreasonable to
assume that they enter the Millennium. Worth noting is
that they all are shown to be on earth (on Mount Zion)
with Christ in Revelation 14:1. Another question would
concern what type of bodies they will have. If they had
been sealed against harm during the Tribulation period,
will their bodies also be impervious to harm and death
during the following Millennial period as well? It is not
even sure that the 144,000 will enter the Millennial
kingdom on earth. However, should they enter the
Millennium, it seems plausible that they will not be subject
to death during that period. And, if they were to be
resident on earth during the Millennium, they most
certainly would not procreate. The Bible says that they are
all males “[…] who did not defile themselves with women,
for they remained virgins” (Revelation 14:4). Why would
this change? If they are indeed “firstfruits” (see Revelation
14:4) then this would confirm that they will have bodies
that do not die. Could in fact the 144,000 be comprised of
resurrected Hebrews from past history, pre-Christ? They
are said to be “redeemed from the earth” (Revelation
APRIL 2017
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14:3). Christ is also named a “firstfruit” from the dead. In
any case, they may be seen as the first major group of OT
Jews to be translated. In that sense, they would be
considered “firstfruits.” In conclusion, ruminate as we may,
there is little that can be confirmed about the destiny of the
144,000. We cannot be certain that they will enter the
Millennial period. The above interpretations, I believe,
reconcile with this statement by Apostle Paul: “For as in
Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each
in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those
who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands
over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed
all dominion, authority and power” (1 Corinthians 15:2224). (See also Luke 14:14, John 5:28-29, and 1
Thessalonians 4:16.) Daniel’s statement(s) also aligns:
“There will be a time of distress such as has not happened
from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time
your people—everyone whose name is found written in the
book—-will be delivered.
READER: [Re: Blasphemous Interest Rates carried in
February 2017 EVR]. Much appreciated the insights into
riba and usury from an Islamic banking point of view. —
B.S.
EVR
The Rise of Three False Gods of the Endtimes—Part I

... From Page 6

own, don’t worry about it. God will send his angels to catch
you. After all, you are the master of your own destiny!”
If Christ did throw himself down, it would be an act of
“boasting.” He would be doing something out of the will of
his Father, taking an initiative on his own. Moreover, he
would be availing himself of his exalted position as part of
the Godhead. Christ came to represent He that sent him…to
do the Father’s will. To do otherwise would be arrogance
and ego-centric boastfulness. He would be testing God to
prove that He indeed is God, not man.
We have reviewed the three major temptations of Satan —
fleshly lusts, power, and mini-godhood (selfdetermination).
What did Satan really do here? In every instance he was
enticing Christ to put something else before God and his
Kingdom…to yield to innate human weaknesses. After all,
anything that is placed ahead of our obedience and worship
of God is in effect another god, or in other words, idolatry.
Other scriptures also attest to the existence of three main
human weaknesses. Significantly, it is confirmed by
Apostle John, the writer of the Book of Revelation. Look at
what he says in 1 John 2:15-17:
“ Do not love the world or anything in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. 16For everything in the world—the cravings of
sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what
he has and does—comes not from the Father but from
the world (Mammon.) 17The world and its desires pass
away, but the man who does the will of God lives
15
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forever.”
This passage is more than just revealing. Here, John lists
the three human vulnerabilities already reviewed. He was
aware of the main arsenal of Satan’s plan. He points to the
very same three human weaknesses through which Satan
sought to tempt Christ.
Look at the following symmetry and parallels between
these two sources.
1. “The cravings of sinful man” (1 John 2:16) equates
with the enticement to make a “stone become
bread” (Luke 4:3).
2. “Lust of the eyes” (1 John 2:16) aligns with an
appeal to power and dominion — “authority and
splendor” (Luke 4:5).
3. “Boasting of what he has and does” (1 John 2:16)
parallels with the appeal to “tempt the Lord your God”
with our self-determination and boasting (Luke 4:9-12).
The experience of Jesus Christ and the observations of
John effectively give us keys to prefigure the grand
dimensions of Satan’s endtime masterplan.
Let’s ponder this plan for a moment.
We do know what the main objective of Satan’s plan is for
the last days. There is a great insurrection underway
against the Most High.
Given the enormity of this agenda, it would be a significant
tactical oversight on the part of this great evil strategist if
he didn’t take advantage of these three main human
vulnerabilities. In war, politics, martial arts, etc., it is an
essential technique to use the strengths and weaknesses of
one’s opponents against them. And if anything, the most
effective strategy is to take advantage of the opponent’s
weaknesses. Napoleon is to have said, “Men are more
easily governed through their vices than through their
virtues.”
Would it therefore be a surprise if these three vices of
mankind represent the main avenues for Satan to mislead
an endtime, apostate world?
We will investigate this and other questions in Part II. We
will identify the three false gods of the end times. The
endtime agenda of the three false gods will become ever
clearer.
EVR

Wilfred’s Itinerary 2017: The Mulberry Ministry
• October 1-2, 2017: Atlantic Prophecy Congress:
Myrtle Beach, SC. Contact Midnight Call Ministries 1
-800-845-2420 www.midnightcall.com
Presentation Topics
1.

Prophecy Unfulfilled: Anxiety Merchants and
Profiting False Prophets

2.

Amazing Unfilled Prophetic Trends
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Connected: Magical Money, Prophecy & Babylon? – Part III ... from Page 5

We do not need to review the trumpet and bowl
judgments that follow. Not only do these involve much
worse phenomena, enormous destruction and unimaginable
wrath of supernatural scope, we contend that financial
systems would have collapsed much before. The world
would be in great agony. Its economic productive capacity
would be slashed to a small fraction of pre-Tribulational
levels at best, if not nothing.
A great financial collapse is certain to occur already in the
first half of the Tribulation. It would then most definitely
cripple global ship-trade. That in turn must mean that the
destruction of the trading colossus of Babylon the Great
(shown in Revelation 18) must also occur in the first half of
the Tribulation period.
We can additionally deduce the approximate time of the
financial collapse from Revelation 13:17. It describes how
all were required to take the “mark” and to worship the 1st
beast in order to have permission to “buy and sell.” At what
point in the first half of the Tribulation does the 2nd beast
enforce an economic and financial overhaul? In our
opinion, this event fits somewhere between the 5th and 7th
seals (perhaps earlier). It implies that great financial
difficulties were already unmanageable, therefore requiring
the imposition of a fix—namely, a new financial system—
by the 2nd beast.
One factor we must not overlook is that human beings are
somewhat adaptable to difficult conditions, and can be most
reluctant to give up their idols. The book of Revelation
repeatedly displays just how obdurate earthdwellers will be,
refusing to change their ways and repent (see Revelation
9:20-21 for just one example).
Also, we must not forget the biases and promotions of the
“Wall Street spirit” of the world. Its analysts and pundits
have a remarkable skill to be able to turn every calamity
into a buying opportunity. (A further elaboration of this
topic is in the MCM article entitled “The Coming Glee of
Great Catastrophe,” February 2006.)
Given Wall Street’s capacity for rapacious opportunism—
this spirit being embedded today in the world’s established
commercial culture (and in the very heart of man)—we can
understand the obstinate attitudes that likely will prevail
during the greatest crisis times of all history.
Thoughts to Ponder
We conclude that the “fall” of commercial, systemic
Babylon comes about sometime before the end of the first
half of the Tribulation period.
Though the great trading colossus may seem indestructible
and a source of wealth forever, it rests on feet of clay.
Seen over history, Western society (now also including
much of the rest of the world) has been living in the
window of what we have called the “five pillars of P”—a
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window for only a very brief time of a century and a half or
so—a fraction of mankind’s sojourn upon earth.
The “five pillars of P” stands for Petroleum, Penicillin,
Population demographics, Productivity, and Pyramided
finance. These are the five major factors that have produced
today’s endtime modernity.
During this latter period, mankind has become exceedingly
proud of its achievements. These have contributed to a
fertile breeding ground for humanism, mankind’s
confidence and self-determination without God. Yet it is
overlooked that all five pillars are subject to reversal.
For example, mankind may yet lose the battle with
microbes due to resistance to antibiotics. Also, some day—
likely relatively soon—the age of petroleum will pass.
However, none of these factors are more vulnerable than
the last two on this list—Productivity and Pyramiding. The
recent eruption of the Global Financial Crisis (GFC) makes
this clear. These two “P’s” fostered much of the economic
and financial expansion over this period, involving
globalization, technology, the increasingly invasive role of
money, and the unstable system of monetarism. It has
created a lustrous, intoxicating apparition of wealth—albeit
mostly false wealth.
While the advance of technology itself likely will not
reverse or be lost, the huge financial colossus that has
emerged in recent years is vulnerable to collapse at some
point, as tremors of the past decade or so testify.
Wealth is hoarded as never before today, and likely will
become much more imbalanced in the future. Says the
writer of Ecclesiastes: “I have seen a grievous evil under
the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its
owners” (Ecclesiastes 5:13). Apostle James also prophesies
similarly.
There could yet be many more financial crises, as already
mentioned. Christians have no special assurance that they
will fare any better than non-Christians throughout these
periods. In fact, global financial crisis or not, Christians will
increasingly be at a “loss” in these last days, as persecution
increases and Christians are marginalized. “Therefore the
prudent keep quiet in such times, for the times are
evil” (Amos 5:13).
Thankfully, despite any loss we are still saved. We have the
“blessed hope.” The Lord will indeed meet us in the air and
take us to be with Him.
Apostle Paul says: “But whatever were gains to me I now
consider loss for the sake of Christ” (Philippians 3:7).
Further, “What is more, I consider everything a loss
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider
them garbage, that I may gain Christ” (Philippians 3:8).
Finally, Apostle John cautions us: “Watch out that you do
not lose what we have worked for, but that you may be
rewarded fully” (2 John 1:8).
EVR
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Charting Urgent and Fascinating Trends

... from Back Page

Exhibit VII

The biggest impact upon the world today is postfamilialism and low fertility (See Exhibit V below.) In fact
the fertility rate in the United States has fallen to the lowest
level since records have been kept. An enormous
demographic change is therefore sweeping the world. It has
two main repercussions — a population explosion of the
elderly and a collapse in the relative size of the workforce
and young people. Exhibit IV on the previous page shows
the expected impact upon the earth’s population over time.
These will usher in economic catastrophe.
Exhibit V
Not too long ago, global over-indebtedness was said to be a
significant cause of the Global Financial Crisis. Generally, the
following economic recoveries are first preceded by
deleveraging (the reduction of debt). Only then do recoveries
begin. However, the experience has been very different this
time. Instead of decreasing, debt continued to grow
aggressively thereafter … and still is. By the end of 2016, U.S.
non-financial debt reached a new high of $47.3 trillion
(equivalent to 255% of Gross National Product). The ending
consequences will not be avoided.
Exhibit VIII

What are people increasingly doing with their time today? It
is estimated that North American adults will spend upwards
of 5 hours per day on digital media. Increasingly, this time
is spent on smartphones. Fifty-one percent of an adult’s
time with media is taken up with this medium. Please see
the chart below which documents this trend since 2008. We
have called this phenomenon the “end of technology”. (See
EVR August 2015 issue for the Feature Article “Prophecy
and the End of Technology”.)
Exhibit VI

While stock markets continue to climb to extremely overvalued levels (see Exhibit IX below) and investors are
chasing financial gains with abandon, global geo-political
“uncertainty” is at extreme heights. These conditions
certainly do not complement each other. Complacency at a
time of great uncertainty is ill-advised.
Exhibit IX

EVR
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Personal Perspective
Charting Urgent and Fascinating Trends

interventions of central banks has led to the lowest interest
rates in 5,000 years. Image: The lowest interest rates of all
recorded time have occurred this past year. Interest rates in
some parts of the globe are actually negative.
Exhibit III

J

ust as pictures may represent a thousand words, so can
charts. In my line of work, I view tens … sometimes
hundreds of charts every day. Most of them represent
economic statistics of some type. However, every now and
then I encounter ones that tell a unique story or deal with
trends that mark our times.
Exhibit I

For the first time in the postwar period, globalization has
reversed gear. The poster-child of this great era of
prosperity — namely global trade — has slowed its growth
markedly. If fact, growth of trade has turned negative in
recent times. Expanding global trade was considered by
humanists to be the tie that would bind the world’s societies
in peace. The repercussions are therefore not only related to
trade. Many shipping companies are posting large losses,
never having experienced such a protracted downturn
before.

Economists today commonly believe that economic problems
can be solved with monetary or government stimulus policies.
The true underlying issues cannot be solved that way. Many
one-time factors contributed to the halcyon economic times of
the past century. These one-time economic boosts will not be
repeated anytime soon. For example, Exhibit III shows the
growth spurt to the labor force when women began to join.
This cannot ever be repeated.

Exhibit IV

Exhibit II

... continued on page 11

The slow-down of global economic growth; aging
populations of the world (an unprecedented development in
the entirety of human history); and the unorthodox
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